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  THE  

SNAKE 

RIVER 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at 

Pocatello Airport and Aeromark at Idaho 

Falls Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the 

month at 6pm from September through May. 

No meetings during June, July, or August -  

but we do have fun activities going on...so 

check out our schedule!  

President: Natalie Bergevin (H)        684 - 3411     

            Natalie Bergevin (C)             681 - 1411    

V. President: Del Ray Miles  782 - 1155                                        

Secretary: Brad Fell  522 - 6443  

Treasurer: John Bakken            238 - 0754  

Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 - 1608  

Librarian: Paul Tremblay            522 - 9930  

Young Eagles Coordinator:  

Dale Cresap  

529 - 0377  

Correspondence: Ellie Wolper  221 - 6284  

Web Master: Tom Strong  529 - 1608  

Web Master:  Harold Mothersill   524 - 6204  

Sport Pilot Liaison: Jim Baker  357 - 2437  

Chapter Website:  

http://www.eaa407.org  

 

Who We Are:  

 Where We Meet:  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

THANKS!!!!  

  

I do not know where summer went.... 

I was never home to keep track of it!  

 

This has been the best EAA Chapter 

407 summer yet: The Rexburg Air-

show, 2 overnight trips (one was more 

adventurous than the other), 2 Young 

Eaglesõ rallies, and our chapter sum-

mer ice cream social and movies, We 

also had our first fantastic and suc-

cessful Poker Run, the best Oshkosh 

ever, and finally a state fair booth 

with the Pocatello Airport.  

 

WOW, have we been busy!  My many, 

many thanks to all who volunteered to 

help make each fun activity a suc-

cess. Now it is time to look forward 

to fall. This fall will include:  another 

Young Eaglesõ Rally, some flyin break-

fasts, more activities and great 

chapter meetings.  

             Thanks again,  Natalie  

 

                          

                         YOUNG                                                             

                         EAGLES                                                   

                          RALLY 

 

 

  Septamber 19th:  We are having a 

great rally down in Blackfoot.  We 

need pilots and ground crew to come 

on out and help put some smiles on 

these kidõs faces!!  There will be a  

Pilotõs briefing 0845.  We will start 

flying kids at 0900. Everything will be 

wrapped up around noon.   

We need to know how many pilots   

will be participating, so please call 

Dale Cresap 520 - 8631 if you will be 

able to help.  

                          

Saturday, the 19th, is our monthly 

meeting -  6 PM at the ISU Mainte-

nance Hangar out at the airport.  

Program is yet to be determined, but 

we know we will have refreshments!!  

So come on out to the hangar.  

See you there!  
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SPOTLIGHT ON  

EAA MEMBER   

LARRY BOAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Between my junior and senior year in high 

school, I got a solo permit to fly a J - 3 Cub 

at the cost of $3.25 per hour. This included 

the fuel, plane and instructor!  

 

While attending college, I took Air Force 

ROTC and graduated with a 2 nd Lt. Air 

Force Commission, entered the Air Force, 

made it through flight training and got my 

Air Force Wings.  After flight school, I was 

a flight instructor for one year plus earning 

a helicopter rating.  I spent one year flying 

a T - 29 that had a B - 52 bomb sight mockup 

in it.  This was for training B - 52 bombar-

diers.  

 

I spent 40 years raising potatoes, alfalfa, 

corn and beef cattle.  I have also had a 

successful Pioneer Hi - Breed corn and alfalfa 

seed dealership for the last 20 years.  

 

The flying bug reignited, so in 1996 I 

bought a Rans S - 7 kit which I assembled 

and flew in 1997.  While building, I met 

Mark Edwards, George Mundt and Derryle 

Mitchell, because they were building Rans 

airplanes also.  We have flown our planes to 

the Rans factory in Hays, KS and also to 

      WEST FORK FLYIN        CAREY BREAKFAST FLYIN  

THANKS BARB & STAN FOR FIXING 

OUR BREAKFAST! YOUõRE GEMS!!! 
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the Copperstate Flyin in Arizona many times.  

This airplane has given me the opportunity 

to take seed customers on flights to view 

their farm and crops.  It is a good sales 

tool.  

 

I built a hanger at the Rigby airport in 

1999.  Besides being an airport tenant, I 

am also the Treasure for the Airport Board 

and acting Airport Manager.  

 

In 2004, I had some spare time every 

week. I needed another project so I bought 

a Rans S - 6 kit.  Larry Hobbs came to look 

at the S - 6 kit while it was still under con-

struction and before he bought an ultra -

light  kit.  After 3 visits and a flight in my 

S- 7, he bought an S - 6 kit and I got an-

other friend.  

 

On August 2005, I got the airworthy cer-

tificate for my S - 6 and Larry Hobbs got his 

the next day.  

 

The last 12 years I have had many enjoy-

able flying experiences and some not so en-

joyable.  

Two of my good friends had me test fly 

their new kits for the first time because 

they were low -  time pilots and not too sure 

of themselves.  Does this make me a test 

pilot?  

 

I have made many flying friends around the 

country and have seen many places that I 

would not have seen if it wasnõt for my air-

plane. I have also helped with many of the 

Rigby Airport improvements and I want to 

make the Rigby Airport better.  

 

Even though I canõt  

make it to many meetings,  

I really enjoy and  

appreciate our local  

Chapter 407.  I also enjoy  

my flying friends, my  

airplane, and the Rigby  

Airport.  

                                                                                
...Larry Boam 

glider in turn, and flew the prear-

ranged right downwind departure 

from runway 28. After the gliders 

released at 2000AGL, the tow plane 

entered right downwind to land in 

the grass along runway 10, the op-

posite direction.  Because of the 

good planning --  tow planes 

launched to the north, and returned 

from the south --  everything ran 

smoothly.  

 

As the tow plane rolled out, two 

runners with hooks grabbed the rope  

and ran to the next glider in line.  

A third handler attached the rope 

and the whole process started 

again.  It took barely more than an 

hour to launch all 30 gliders.  It 

was like working on the deck of an 

aircraft carrier!  Needless to say, 

there was a lot of adrenaline flow-

ing.  Some of the tow planes were  

taxiing kind of fast, too.  

 

I had been running ropes, but took 

a break to shoot some video. I 

pointed the camera as one of the 

tow planes landed and turned off 

the grass onto the runway.  As the 

                                                                                                        

                       

                       PROPSTRIKE 

                            by 

                      JIM WOLPER  

 

 

This summer, my soaring club (based 

in Logan, Utah) hosted a regional 

contest.  This meant launching thirty 

gliders behind a tow plane every day 

for a week.  There were three tow 

planes.  

 

The launch process was pretty excit-

ing.  Each tow plane was hooked to a 
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plane crossed the lip of the pave-

ment,we heard a loud BANG.  "Hmm," 

I thought, "that sounded like a prop 

strike." I replayed the video, and I 

was right.   

 

The tow pilot didn't feel or hear a 

thing, and took off with the next 

glider in line.  We went over to the 

area and could see where the prop 

had dug into the (soft) pavement, 

leaving some paint.  After landing, we 

could see that the prop was pretty 

torn up, and of course that meant 

that the engine was suspect, too.  

Ouch! 

 

Now think back to your last Young 

Eagles Rally.  It's a similar situation.  

We are launching a lot of airplanes in 

a hurry, and counting on everyone to 

fly a more - or - less standard pattern.  

That keeps us from hitting each 

other, and helps things run smoothly.  

 

But we're usually someplace unfamil-

iar, and that means unfamiliar haz-

ards.  Maybe there's a lip on the 

taxiway or a soft spot in the grass 

that all of the locals know to avoid.  

Maybe there's an unusual wind pat-

tern, or runway slope, or nearby 

tower. Maybe there's someone in the 

area who complains about airplane  

noise, and we're sending 20 flights 

right over their house.  

 

We might even bend some of the 

standard procedures in the interest 

of safety, like using Oshkosh - style 

callsigns in the pattern (red Chero-

kee, yellow Kitfox, etc) instead of 

our N - numbers.   

 

And, there's a lot of adrenaline 

flowing.  

 

Accidents happen when we break out 

of our usual patterns.  I know this 

tow pilot well.  He has a commercial 

ticket and knows a ton about air-

planes and flying.  He knows the air-

port well.  But that wasn't enough.  

He flew (or taxied) an airplane into a 

place where his mind had not been.  

 

At times like this I have a little 

motto that, so far, has kept me out 

of trouble.  "Airplane goes fast, pilot 

goes slow."  Taking a few minutes to 

walk through the grass of a strange 

parking area might prevent a really 

long delay.  A few seconds to stop  

and think when something doesn't 

feel right can prevent that gear - up 

landing.  Double checking the radio 

frequency or GPS identifier can pre-

vent you from getting lost.   

 

A bunch of mechanics worked hard 

on the tow plane and with luck and a 

ready supply of spares, they got it 

flying again fairly quickly.  But a  

little more "airplane goes fast, pilot 

goes slow" might have prevented the 

problem.            ...Jim Wolper  

Members of our Chapter 407 want 

to extend our best wishes to Les 

and JoAnn Stone for a full and 

speedy recovery.   òKeep your wings 

strong and your hearts flying high.ó 


