
 1 EAA CHAPTER 407 - POCATELLO & IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO   SEPTEMBER 2008  

 

  THE  

SNAKE 

RIVER 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at 

Pocatello Airport and Aeromark at Idaho 

Falls Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the 

month at 6pm from September through 

May. No meetings during June, July, or 

August -  but we do have fun activities go-

ing on...so check out our schedule!  

President: Natalie Bergevin (H)        684 - 3411     

            Natalie Bergevin (C)             681 - 1411    

V. President: Del Ray Miles  782 - 1155                                        

Secretary: Brad Fell  522 - 6443  

Treasurer: John Bakken            238 - 0754  

Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 - 1608  

Librarian: Paul Tremblay            522 - 9930  

Young Eagles Coordinator:  

Dale Cresap  

529 - 0377  

Correspondence: Ellie Wolper  221 - 6284  

Web Master: Tom Strong  529 - 1608  

Web Master:  Harold Mothersill   524 - 6204  

Sport Pilot Liaison: Jim Baker  357 - 2437  

Chapter Website:  

http://www.eaa407.org  

 

Who We Are:  

 Where We Meet:  

NEXT MEETING -  SEPTEMBER 20TH  

 

A Special Treat:  Les Hill, a profes-

sional photographer, will present a 

class on Photography (we all take pic-

tures). This meeting will be held at 

the Pocatello Airport, ISU Mainte-

nance Hangar and starts at 6:00 PM.  

 

Bring your camera!!  Bring your favor-

ite  photos!!  Bring your problem pho-

tos (that you wish had turned out).  

 

¶ Go to:  Hills - Photo.com.  

¶ Go to:  Click here  

(at the very bottom)  

¶ Click on Miscellaneous  

Airplane Pictures  

 

He will be referring to these photos 

while giving his presentation.  

See all of you at the meeting!  

                 YOUNG               

                  EAGLES 

                  RALLY                                            

                  COMING  

                  TO 

                 BLACKFOOT 
When:  September 27th  

Where:  Blackfoot Airport  

Time:  Pilot Briefing @ 8:30  

Flight: Starts @ 9:00  

 

Contact Dale Cresap or Pete Stewart 

if you can fly or volunteer to help at 

the Certificate table. Its usually 

finished by noon.  

 

One of the groups we will be flying is 

the Blackfoot Girl Scout Troop.   Lots 

of other kids will also be participat-

ing. So spread the word and lets 

have a fantastic turnout!   Thanks  
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Nate Smithõs daughter, Nina, soloed Wednesday 

morning, August 7th. Shown here with her instructor 

Kent Magelby, and the plane 7770W.   While she will 

not finish locally, as she left for graduate school in 

Ohio, she hopes to continue with the fly club at 

Wright Patterson AFB.  

 To date she has accumulated just over 28 hours and 

is well on her way.  

The seal coat 

project is now 

completed at 

Rigby- hooray!!  

Here is a shot 

from above the 

runway!  

WOW! It al-

most glows in 

the dark!!   

Reminder that 

the Idaho Fallõs 

main runway is 

still closed. The 

runway at the 

Red Baron is 

open. 

Report from Larry Hobbs:  On Friday, August 22 - 23, I took off from Rigby around 6:15 AM and flew toward Ririe to meet Errol 

Spaulding who was just lifting off of Clark Hamilton's grass field. After a brief radio position report from Errol ,I spotted  his strobe lights 

and we joined up in short order and cut a course to Fairfield, southwest of Sun Valley. Tom Strong was going as well but beca use of the speed 

of his trusty steed (RV 9A), he departed Rigby about a half hour later to give Errol and I time to cover some distance. It al l w orked out  

perfectly as Tom met us in the landing pattern at Fairfield and we all landed together.  We then walked across the road to th e l ocal cafe for 

breakfast.  After a great feast, we walked over to the gas station and filled up some jerry jugs that we brought along to top  of f the fuel 

tanks. Full tummies and full tanks, we then departed to the North to overfly Smiley Creek on our way to Johnson Creek.  

At Johnson Creek, we set up our tents to camp and took their courtesy van into Yellow Pine for the grand tour which will take  all of 5 minutes 

as there really isn't much there. (Big Note: Yellow Pine is well known for their annual òHarmonica Festivaló which they have been hosting for 

over 15 years.  Keep that in mind for next year when you want to go hear some great music! And play your harmonica!)  After a  cool night of 

sleeping, we defrosted everything and then we took to the air for Big Creek and breakfast.  Well, we immediately noticed this  place was very  

busy today and it would be quite a while before we could get breakfast....so we all decided to take to the air again.  Surely  th ere was a 
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place close by that would have a warm breakfast. We soon turned our heading towards West Fork,  Montana.   A perfect choice a s T ex, the 

owner, hurried over to find out what we would like that morning. We really wanted lunch by now and some plane fuel too. So wi th that 

said ,we headed to the lodge for a fantastic lunch of delicious sandwiches.   Tex and his wife Heidi are very gracious hosts and go completely 

out of their way to help with any thing. This was a really neat place to land!!!  

Tex gave Tom, Errol, and myself a grand tour of the facilities after lunch (although I had been there before).  We wound up j ust  lounging 

around the rest of the afternoon, waiting for the temperatures to cool down and the wind to subside a little.  Finally, aroun d 5 :00 PM , we 

departed for home, a little reluctant, to bring a fantastic two - day flying trip to an end.  All in all, the food was fabulous, t he sights were 

awesome, and the company was fantastic. Sorry the rest of you weren't with us to enjoy.                       ...........Larr y 

Yellow Pine General Store  Johnson Creek Airport near Yellow Pine  On the  East Fork - South Fork of the Salmon 

Sawtooth Range on the way to  Johnson Creek        Runway dip at Big Creek Airport  Big Creek Lodge at the Airport  
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Flying into Westfork, Montana Airport  

Gorgeous Lodge at Westfork.  Cabins are 

available also.  

A WASHINGTON FLYING STORY  by Dale Cresap:     
 

 I come to Portland to visit my parents on Labor Day and have a chance to fly with Bob in his 

RV- 9A. Where should we go? I have been to the OR coast many times, but only to Ilwaco on 

the Washington coast. On a highway map it looks like difficult access because there are many 

inlets and few roads, but that is not a problem for a plane. Bob agrees this is a good idea and 

we settle on Sunday. I would go all the way around the Olympic peninsula, but he thinks Grayõs 

Harbor will be far enough. Beyond Grayõs Harbor are MOA and wilderness areas, so that would 

be an issue if we went there.  

  

It is cloudy on Sunday, but still VFR, so we go to Fairways and get in the plane. Master on, 

right tank showing 5 gallons? Bob is adamant that he left it full and it has been in a locked 

hangar. He suspects a bad gauge. We have plenty of gas in the other tank so we fly to Mulino 

and look in the tank. The gauge was correct ð the gas is missing. We talk to 2 guys who wan-

der over and decide to go on to Twin Oaks for gas since it is on the way and it is cheaper 

there.  

  

The engine is hard to start hot, alternating between flooding and leaning out, but we get it 

going without running the battery down. We get 16 gallons of gas at Twin Oaks, Bob gives me 

the left seat. I take off and make a sharp turn to avoid Hillsboro airspace, then follow hwy 6 

toward Tillamook. This highway is a narrow trace through tall trees. We are only able to fol-

low it with the GPS moving map. The weather gets worse and the clouds close in. We agree to 

turn around and follow the highway back a few miles to better weather.  

  

Now which way? We are over the densely forested slopes of the ôbumpõ in NW Oregon. The 

only airport for miles is a grass strip at Vernonia.   Weather is an issue, but passable in some 

directions. I think the Columbia River is the lowest route to the Pacific, but Bob says we are 

closer to the coast than the river. There are some thin spots in the clouds to the west, so we 

aim for Seaside, but the clouds divert us to Astoria, so we arrive at the river and the coast 

at the same time. We finally encounter good weather so ôthe coast is clearõ, according to the 

old saying. I do a touch and go at Astoria and another at Ilwaco for good measure.  

  

We fly north along Long Beach and on to Grayõs Harbor, landing at Westport. After refreshing 

ourselves and having a snack, we decide what to do next. We could go back down the coast 

and follow the river back to Portland, or head inland as we originally planned. It is clear to the 

east, so after another hard start we take off, touch down at Ocean Shores on the north har-

bor entrance, and fly over Hoaquim, Aberdeen, Elma, and on to Centralia where we pick up I -
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5, following it from there to Longview/Kelso, 

where we pick up the Columbia again. Our 

route is clear, but just across the river on the 

Oregon side, Rainier is getting dumped on. We 

skirt around that and follow the west shore of 

the Columbia south to avoid PDX airspace, 

dropping down to stay under the outer shelf.  

  

Bob wants to get gas at Scappose, but realizes 

that leaving the tanks full would only benefit 

the thief, so we fly on. The terrain forces us 

to climb as we head south, and there is a 

bump in the floor of the PDX shelf to accom-

modate us. We drop down again to remain 

clear of PDX airspace as we fly by downtown 

and the bridges on the Willamette.  

  

I had not planned to fly over my parentõs 

house, but I see a familiar sight, Westmore-

land Park, so that must be Moreland Presbyte-

rian church, and their house is a block and a 

half south. I do not make positive identifica-

tion, but take some pictures of the general 

area anyhow, and continue south east.  

  

How to find Fairways? It is not on the GPS 

database, but Bob has it marked in the user 

database. Iõm not sure which waypoint it is, 

and have to deal with a curtain of rain 

straight ahead. I opt to go left, and Bob 

identifies Fairways as user waypoint 11. I fly 

for it but am not familiar with approaching 

from this direction. I look for the strip and 

Bob says I am on a left base. He is right, but 

I am too high, so I turn right to join the pat-

tern on downwind and lose altitude. The land-

ing is uneventful, and we get the plane in the 

hangar quickly, just before a huge cloud-

burst. A perfect ending to another great 

flying adventure.  

                           .......Dale  

 

OCTOBER  4TH  -   Fairfield Airport ( U86)                   

Meet at Fairfield  by  9:00AM.  The Prairie 

Kitchen is right across the street and we 

can all walk over for a terrific breakfast.  

The runway is smooth dirt, easy to land on.  

See you there....or drive up.  

 

NOVEMBER 1st -   This is our 3rd annual 

breakfast at òThe Homesteadó in Blackfoot.  

It has been a favorite with record turnouts. 

Last year we went in October, but this year 

we will head to The Homestead in November.  

Lets meet at the Homestead by 8:30 to eat.  

For those flying in, give Natalie or Carol a 

cell - phone call and we will come get you.  

 

NOTE:  DECEMBER -  Our annual Christmas 

Party. Date and Time to be determined.  

 

  

      

     JANUARY -  Cold Weather Break!!!  

       

FIRST  

SATURDAY  

BREAKFAST 

FLY- INS  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE TO ALL: 

Where did summer go? It seems like 

a week ago we had our Young Eagle 

fly - in at Gooding, and just a few 

weeks ago,  the camp out at West 

Yellowstone.  

  I love this time of year. There 

seems to be a peace that comes with 

the season and a time of calming 

from the bustle of summer. Flying is 

really exciting this time of year, es-

pecially when the trees are all 

dressed in fall colors. I met Terry 

during this time of year. So for me 

there are a lot of wonderful memo-

ries that come with September and 

fall. I often reflect on our fun dates 

we had flying together.  

  I started potato harvest this week, 

a busy time in the fall. I am now 

feeling that itõs time to settle down, 

get my ducks in a row, and get pre-

pared for winter.  

  We have been working on getting 

our chapter activities planned out for 

the next 4 months.   Watch the 

newsletter for our activities. I hope 

that all of you can be free to come 

join in with us.    

        Happy Flying ......Natalie  




