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  THE  

SNAKE 

RIVER 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at Poca-

tello Airport and Aeromark at Idaho Falls 

Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 

6pm from September through May. No 

meetings during June, July, or August -  but 

we do have fun activities going on...so check 

out our schedule!  

President: Natalie Bergevin (H)        684 - 3411     

            Natalie Bergevin (C)             681 - 1411    

V. President: Del Ray Miles  782 - 1155                                        

Secretary: Brad Fell  522 - 6443  

Treasurer: John Bakken            238 - 0754  

Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 - 1608  

Librarian: Paul Tremblay            522 - 9930  

Young Eagles Coordinator:  

Dale Cresap  

529 - 0377  

Correspondence: Ellie Wolper  221 - 6284  

Web Master: Tom Strong  529 - 1608  

Web Master:  Harold Mothersill   524 - 6204  

Sport Pilot Liaison: Jim Baker  357 - 2437  

Chapter Website:  

http://www.eaa407.org  

 

Who We Are:  

 Where We Meet:  

Report on the November Break-

fast:  A Total Success!! 22 hungry 

EAA enthusiasts came to enjoy the 

food and friendships. Plan on next 

year again for sure!  

 

DECEMBER 13th :   

Plan to attend our  

annual òChristmas Partyó.   This 

has always been a popular dinner 

with a big turnout.  Turkey and 

Ham will grace the tables and we 

are asked to provide pot luck 

dishes (or pitch - in dishes) to share 

with all.  We will have hot and 

cold beverages.   

Bring your service and glasses or 

cups.  Games and a òwhite ele-

phantó gift exchange will be part 

of the fare and lots of prizes to 

win.  Please limit the gift to $10. 

Party is at the Idaho Falls Aero-

mark, 6 PM.  

 

JANUARY -  A Cold Weather 

Break!!! Stay warm.   

NEXT MEETING :   

 
This Saturday, November 15th, ISU 

Maintenance Hangar @ the Pocatello 

Airport. Time: 6 PM  

Mr. Gary Wicklund from the NOAA 

Weather Service has been doing 

weather for 7 years.  Previous experi-

ence has been 40 years with the Air 

Force.   

He will give us a general overview on 

new aviation formats, local hazards, 

wind shear, and other weather - related 

items.  

 

SAFE PILOT SEMINAR  

FOR NOVEMBER 20th  
 

Log on to Frank Lester @  

http://mustanghighflight.com/

index.html   to get the location 

of this safe pilot seminar.  You 

donõt want to miss this one!  

Frank gives great seminars!!  

http://mustanghighflight.com/index.html
http://mustanghighflight.com/index.html
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A little!  Exhaust includes Carbon 

Monoxide (CO), and CO is nothing to 

mess with.  But I really wanted to be 

flying. I played with the vents and 

heater controls while he flew another 

good pattern. Was the exhaust smell 

going away?  

 

He took off again, and the exhaust 

smell was stronger than before. I  

remembered that someone had left a 

CO detector in the jockey box. I 

pulled it out: "DARK SPOT MEANS 

DANGER," it said, and the spot was 

dark. I scraped at it with my thumb-

nail, but the spot stayed dark.  I 

opened all the vents and turned off 

the heater, and we landed, then we  

telephoned maintenance from the air-

plane to make sure that nobody would 

fly it until the exhaust system was 

checked out.  

 
Later that week, a local pilot died in 

his home from Carbon Monoxide poi-

soning, a tragic accident.  

 

Carbon Monoxide poisoning is a kind 

of hypoxia.  There are four kinds of 

hypoxia, based on the four steps the  

body takes to use oxygen.  The first 

step is inhaling oxygen; if there isn't 

enough in the air, that is hypoxic 

hypoxia.  This is  what happens at 

higher altitudes.   

 

In the second step, oxygen moves 

from the lungs into the blood; if this 

can't occur, that is hypemic hypoxia.  

Next, the blood transports the oxy-

gen around the body; if the blood 

doesn't move, that is stagnant hy-

poxia.  Finally, oxygen moves from 

the blood to the cells; if it can't, 

that's histotoxic hypoxia.  

 

Red bloods cells find CO more at-

tractive than oxygen, so if there is  

enough of it around, it hitches a ride 

on the nearest red blood cell and  

travels merrily around your body.  

The oxygen is left at the gate like a 

standby passenger pushed off the 

flight by a high - mileage frequent 

flyer.  

 

Too much CO means that the cells of 

your body don't get the oxygen they 

need, and that includes the brain 

cells.  The brain shuts down, the 

 òCOó  by 

JIM WOLPER  

 
It was a lovely fall 

morning, cool and crisp 

below a high overcast.  

And I was going to fly!  Better yet, 

I was going to fly with a student 

who was about to solo.  

 

The mountains were snow covered 

with bare spots showing. The snow -

covered ground and the overcast 

clouds and the mountains all had the 

same texture,making the area look 

more like Mars than Idaho.  My stu-

dent was smooth on the controls and 

sure on the radio, and I just 

watched this alien world go by.  

 

He flared too hard and we popped up 

out of ground effect. Oops. I recov-

ered, set us straight, and gave him 

the controls for another try. Much 

better. This is progress!  

 

But something was bugging me. "Do 

you smell exhaust?" I asked.  

 

"A little," he said to me.  
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heart shuts down, and finally we read 

about the victim in the newspaper.  

 

How can CO problems be prevented?   

 

The first way is knowledge of aircraft 

systems.  Cabin heat in single engine 

aircraft is pretty simple: exhaust is 

hot (remember that EGTs run around 

1300 degrees Fahrenheit), so a shroud 

over part of the exhaust system will 

heat plenty  

of air for the cabin.  But, if there is 

an exhaust leak, the same hot air 

contains CO.  That's why I turned off 

the heat when I smelled exhaust.  

 

Many twins use a combustion heater 

with its own exhaust system.  Usually, 

the heater exhaust is vented behind 

the cabin, but there are exceptions.   

 

Some pressurized twins have alternate 

air doors inside the nacelles, where 

there may have some CO.  So what?  

That air goes into the engine, not the 

cabin, right?  Actually,  

the air (including any CO)  goes 

through the turbocharger before  

it goes through the engine, and air 

from the cold side of the turbo-

charger provides pressurization.  In 

these airplanes, use of alternate air 

requires depressurization.  

 

The second step in preventing CO 

problems is careful inspection of the 

exhaust system.  This applies during 

the summer, too, because we often 

fly high enough to get cold.  

  

Homebuilders can do this themselves,  

but make sure that you know what to 

look for.  

 

Finally, CO detectors are inexpensive 

and, as I found out, they work.  

 

The airplane was fixed and my stu-

dent soloed a couple of days later.  

Of course he was thrilled, and I was 

more confident in him because  

he had seen how important it is to 

use all of our senses.  

 

                            

    ....Jim                

 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE: 

I'm sitting by a warm toasty fire. It 

is raining outside. This is a nice place 

to be -  warm, dry and safe. As I sit 

here, I am reflecting on our chap-

terõs past year. It has been an en-

joyable year with good programs and 

activities.  

We have had some top - notch chapter 

meetings! There has been excite-

ment, humor, sharing experiences 

and lots of valuable pilot and flying 

knowledge.  

Young Eagles stands out on a pedes-

tal all it's own. I have laughed, been 

hugged, cried with happiness, and 

been sincerely touched by the many 

students and parents and members 

involved in giving these kids a mem-

ory of a lifetime.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

West Yellowstone conjured up feel-

ings of panic and frustration because 

we were running very, very late.  

However, all chapter members were 

able to carry on and prepare the 

dinner.  We did finally arrive much 

later that night and pulled into our 
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    UPDATED REPORT ON OUR VOTING 

AND ELECTION ACTIVITIES  
 

A WEEK BEFORE OUR LAST MEETING 

I RECEIVED A   CALL FROM NATALIE 

REGARDING THE CHAPTER 407 ELEC-

TIONS PROCESS.   OUR BY LAWS (YOU 

MAY SEE THEM ON OUR WEB SITE) 

STATE THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOL-

LOWED.   INASMUCH AS WE WERE 

SIGNIFICANTLY BEHIND THE SCHED-

ULE CALLED FOR BY THE BY -

LAWS,   ACTION WAS TAKEN WHICH 

WOULD ALLOW US TO COMPLETE 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS SO 

WE COULD REPORT OUR OFFICERS 

FOR 2008 TO EAA HEADQUARTERS IN 

DECEMBER AS REQUIRED.  

   

(1)   POSITIONS OPEN FOR ELECTION 

WERE PRESIDENT AND TREASURER  

 

(2)   THE EXISTING PRESIDENT AND 

TREASURER WERE ASKED IF THEY 

WISHED TO SEEK REELECTION TO 

THEIR CURRENT POSITION.   BOTH 

REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  

 

(3)   THE MEETING WAS OPENED FOR 

NOMINATIONS FROM THE 

FLOOR.  THERE WERE NONE.  

 

(4)   A MOTION WAS MADE, SEC-

ONDED, DISCUSSED AND PASSED TO 

CLOSE THE NOMINATIONS.  

 

(5)   A MOTION WAS MADE, SEC-

ONDED, DISCUSSED AND PASSED TO 

CAST A UNANIMOUS BALLOT FOR 

NATALIE BERGEVIN AND JOHN BAK-

KEN FOR PRESIDENT AND TREAS-

URER, RESPECTIVELY.  

                           

PS.  WE ARE INDEED FORTUNATE TO 

HAVE NATALIE AND JOHN CON-

TINUE   AS OUR 

PRESIDENT AND 

TREASURER. UN-

DER THEIR 

LEADERSHIP OUR 

CHAPTER HAS 

GROWN TO 

HERETOFORE 

UNHEARD OF 

SIZE AND SUCCESS.  

RESPECTFULLY REPORTED BY  

HAL JOHANSEN  

chapter camping area around midnight 

that evening (everyone was already in 

bed!) 

The 1st Saturday Fly - in Breakfasts 

have been a delight -  both a great 

excuse to go flying and to get to-

gether. The breakfasts at òThe 

Homesteadó in Blackfoot are a good 

way to get our EAA Chapter to-

gether.  I hope we will continue our 

annual trek down to òThe Homesteadó 

and create a chapter tradition.  

Thank you to Richard and Kenda for 

sharing their hanger at the last min-

ute for our chapter July picnic.    

As President, I want to thank the 

member pilots that took me flying. I 

loved every moment and will never 

forget the flight in the Predator.  

  

I also want to thank all the officers 

and members who worked so hard to 

keep our chapter fun, busy, and dy-

namic! 

  

I offer a challenge to each and 

every member in our chapter to 

please make a personal commitment 

and do something in the next year 

that will support and promote our 

chapter -  Let us do whatever we can 

to help our chapter  grow and pros-

per in the coming years. What a 

great chapter!     ...Natalie  
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For Sale:  ACS Fuel primer with adequate 

Cu tubing, Spruce 05 - 19920 -  $45.00.  

òUsheró type Cab heat box  [2in tubing], 

Spruce p 295 2005/2006 cat. - $75.00.  2 

inch tubing to sheet metal Al flange -  

$3.50.  Exhaust cabin heat òvalveó for 

$25.00.  A - 820 type throttle friction - lock 

cable, 1/2 thread, 6 ft, 0.075 solid wire -  

$25.00. 2 ea. Mixture/etc, 48 inch, 3/8 

threads, 0.06 dia solid wire -  $15.00 each.  

Potter/Broomfield Breakers: W58 type, 4ea 

1amp; 3ea 3amp; 5ea 10amp -  $3.00each.  

W23 type, 2ea 10amp; 1ea 15amp -  

$7.50each.  All items are new and never 

been used.  Call 523 - 8132 or 520 - 6671.  

For Sale:  30 amp ammeter, Westach, 

installed but never used -  $50.  12ó spinner 

(uncut) w/ 5/8ó mounting holes -  $100.  

Airwolf spin - on adapter for remote firewall 

mounting for a Lycoming or Continental en-

gine, including AN - 8 size      nipples & O -

rings for 1/2ó oil lines, separate firewall 

mount required which can be purchased from 

an auto supply store -  $250.  Turn & Bank 

indicator (Schwien), runs quietly -  $75.  PS 

Engineering 4 - channel panel mount intercom, 

no harness -  $50.  Lycoming vacuum pump 

drive, appears to be P/N LW - 10305 -  

$100.  Call  208 - 317 - 4101 .  

For Sale:  Piper Pacer PA- 20/16 for 

sale. Year 1950, $27,000. Extensive modifi-

cations made to make it an exceptional flyer.  

Control yokes have been replaced with 

sticks.  Tail - wheel aircraft.  Four seater. 

Located in Blackfoot. Call Ellis @ 208 - 785 -

6331.  

For Sale:  Interstate S1A Cadet . Year 

1941, $22,000. Recently reconditioned 2 -

place tandem seater. Tail - wheel aircraft.  

Located in Blackfoot. Once owned by actor 

Andy Devine. This meets all qualifications for 

a Light Sport Aircraft and can be flown by 

Sport Pilot Certificate holders. Call Ellis @ 

208 - 785 - 6331. Anxious to sell.  

 

TO KEEP YOUR NEWSLETTER GOING, 

WE ARE VERY MUCH IN NEED  

OF PICTURES, ARTICLES, PERSONAL 

STORIES, & EVENTS. PLEASE  

SUBMIT AS MANY AS YOU WANT!  

Please help us out!!  

THANKS  

For Sale:  Sonex for sale .  87 Total 

Hours on the Airframe, Propeller, and Power 

Plant. The Engine is an 80HP Aerovee  

Scratch built and inspected on May 29, 

2007.  Blue print #179, N#  N179ES  

Engine: Aerovee - S/N 0257;  Carburetors: 

Aerocarb,S/N 555IP; ACV - C03, Com Radio: 

Becker 12206; Transponder - Becker 0338;   

ATC 440A - A- 250 ELT King 481558  King 

Ak450; Propeller - Senenich W54JVSl44G  

Encoder AKC 103086; Engine Information 

System - Grandrapids 2000. Tires -

11X400XS; Altimeter - Falcon  103089  

ATL201NF - 3; VSI UMA 10 - 05500         

Airspeed A2241; Compass Airpath C2400LP4. 

Have to see to appreciate @ $35,000. Call 

Elmer W. Smith @ 208 604 0419 or Mark L. 

Edwards 208 241 1865.  



 6 EAA CHAPTER 407 - POCATELLO & IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO   NOVEMBER 2008  

 

Recovery trip: Utahõs Sevier 

Lake ð Part 2: Recovering an 

airplane from the mud by Dale 

Cresap:  
 

Errol wonders about how to recover 

the plane while we sit awaiting rescue 

the previous week. The only idea that 

comes to mind is a large helicopter, 

which sounds exorbitant. Yet over the 

next few days he applies his creative 

ingenuity to the problem and thinks 

the plane may be able to pull itself 

out if it is fitted with skis to spread 

the load.  

 

Some friends of ours that went to the 

same event south of Phoenix we had 

intended to attend had a leisurely 

stay and found out about our situation 

before they came home. Our GPS co-

ordinates took them right to the 

plane, and they were able to report 

that it was still intact and no deeper 

in the mud. This was reassuring news 

for us.  

 

This is a stressful and demanding 

week for Errol, as you may well imag-

ine. He has many offers of help, 

equipment, and suggestions about how 

to recover the plane. In the end he 

and I go back with 6 other fellow pi-

lots, neighbors, and friends. Four -

wheelers are offered, but the one he 

accepts has tracks instead of wheels.  

 

Our main plan involves a hovercraft 

loaned by Brian Haynes from Ameri-

can Falls. Larry Hobbs makes a spe-

cial trip to get it. Errol says we need 

2 plans, so if the plane will not pull 

itself, perhaps the hovercraft will. I 

think cross country skis will provide 

enough area to stay on top of the 

gunk, and bring an old pair. The 

Delta Fire Department has offered to 

help, so we go with a minimum of 

manpower and equipment. Errol de-

signs and builds skis for the plane 

with a welded framework and a base 

of UHMW sheet, slippery as Teflon 

and 15 times as abrasion resistant as 

steel. I realize the right spot could 

be hard to find by road, so I get di-

rections from Google maps.  

 

The departure will be before 5 AM 

Thursday. It is not easy for me to 

get Thursday off of work, but I find 

a way. I wouldn't miss this. I meet 

Larry at his house at 0435, and we 

drive to meeting point.  

 

It is a long drive, and when we stop 

in Delta, we can't reach the Fire 

Department and the sheriff dis-

patcher says they can't spare anyone 

to guide us in, so we are on our own. 

I buy the local paper since I am in a 

color photo on the front page. We 

follow the map directions with my 

hand held GPS. It knows where the 

plane is, but not the roads, and we 

can't drive cross country. I turn to-

ward the plane too soon. The road 

gets worse and disappears, so we 

turn around and later come to an-

other decision point and take the 

wrong fork. This bad road leads to 

the lake too far north. Can we drive 

along the shoreline? We encounter a 

soft area and the engine strains as 

we slow down and almost get stuck. 

Time to turn around again. Finally we 

find another road that leads back to 

the right road, and follow it to the 

makeshift road, losing 2 hours in the 

process.  
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We unload the hovercraft and Larry 

and I head for the plane. It runs for 

5 minutes and dies. Fortunately we 

are not yet out on the mud. We are 

in dusty salt, like powdered sugar. 

Clouds of it billow around us, result-

ing in a packed air filter. Larry 

cleans it out and heads straight back 

for shore, where it is packed full 

again. The battery is dead, and Kevin 

observes that one spark plug gap is 

wrong. How can he tell? The spark 

plug is laying out in the open. It has 

popped out of the engine. A make-

shift shroud is made to deal with the 

salt dust, but it doesn't help. The 

spark plug is gingerly inserted, and 

the battery is jumped. Larry asks for 

my opinion. Should we try again? The 

hovercraft has had 3 system failures 

so far. If anything fails while it is 

out on the mud there is no way to 

get it back. We tried hard, but I 

advise giving it up.  

 

In contrast, Tory's tracked 4 

wheeler will go in the mud. It is slow, 

but I am reminded of the story of 

the tortoise and the hare. Tory lost 

his legs in a truck accident years 

ago, and I was doubtful that he would 

be much help, but he proves to be es-

sential to the effort, having the only 

means of transport to and from the 

plane. He comes to rescue me from 

the broken down hovercraft and takes 

me to plane to retrieve the camping 

gear Errol and I intended to use on 

our flight, and will need tonight. The 

plane is exactly as we left it. Tory 

takes me back to shore and we set up 

camp. 
 

It has been a long day and we are 

tired and go to bed early. Tom and 

Kevin arrive this night. We knew they 

were coming and were concerned about 

their ability to find us. We should not 

have worried. They drove straight 

here in dark, never having been here. 

Tom has a Garmin 496 GPS with a 

map lady reading directions to him. 

She even told him where to turn off 

the road.  

 

Our crew is complete with Errol, Me, 

Bob Mendelez, Rod Smith, Tory 

Jones, Larry Hobbs, Tom Strong, and 

Kevin Forbush.  

                          ........Dale                

Everyone trekking out to the plane 

which is way, way out there.  You 

canõt see it unless you enlarge this 

about 500%  

      Dale under the plane and  

             òin the mud!ó 
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If you have never seen it, this is Lake Sevier.  Some-

�Z�K�H�U�H���R�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���(�U�U�R�O�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�G������ 

Plane in mud.  Mud on people 

 Lake Sevier is a mighty big place!  Where is the plane?  
The crewõs campsite on the NE edge of Lake Sevier. Looks 

gloomy.  

      This is a pretty gooey, sloppy mess for sure!                    The prop has to be replaced.  


