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  Greetings. I don't know about you but my summer is simply 

stuffed full. We are busy rendezvousing,  scouting, and en-

joying chapter activities. My summer will be one to remem-

ber. Terry and I are off to Oshkosh ''again''.  It has been one 

of the highlights of my life. Terry dreamed all his life to one 

day make the 3000 mile trip. In 2002, we made the decision 

to take our two sons  to Oshkosh before they left home and 

we would never get the chance for the four of us to go to-

gether again. Well, what can I say - we're hooked. This year 

will be our fifth trip. The boys have each gone a couple of 

times and this is Grandpa's and Grandma's third trip with us. 

You just have to see it to believe it - an aviatorõs dream. Even 

going as a (non -pilot) wife, I had a glorious time -  the dis-

plays, the classes, the acre's of PLANES, the activities, and 

the air shows. But in all of this, my favorite part are the peo-

ple. Rubbing shoulders with people from all over the world 

feels like we are one big family. A few highlights include: 

sitting under the wing of a Japanese Zero and listening to 

one of the Flying Tigers tell me his experiences, listening to 

the incredible stories of one hero after another (how can 

you not be proud to be an American?), visiting with Dick 

Rutan, designer of the Long Easy (I am in awe of his world 

flight. He then paid tribute to 'me' for my role in scouting), 

having a friendship with Bob Hoover, getting a kiss on the 

cheek from Cliff Robertson, receiving personal Christmas 

cards, and being  personal family friends with the Tuskegee 

Airmen.  

This is only a drop in the bucket. At the top of the list, how-

ever, is each one of you. I have enjoyed meeting you, get-

ting to know you, and working with you. I feel humbled by 

your confidence in me.  

EAA is a wonderful organization. I encourage each of you to 

experience Oshkosh. It will be something you will remem-

ber all your life. Terry and I will be there all week. We will 

have a pot luck dinner on  Tuesday evening around 6:00. 

We invite those of you who are back there to come enjoy an 

evening with our chapter members. (See page 3). Have a 

great summer. Happy Flying !!     

                                                                              Natalie  

JULY 12TH: ICE CREAMJULY 12TH: ICE CREAMJULY 12TH: ICE CREAM   SOCIALSOCIALSOCIAL   

This will be our meeting for the 

month of July: 

Come to the FBO at the Blackfoot 

Airport at 6:30 Thursday 

evening.   A fire pit will 

be provided so bring 

your own picnic : hot 

dogs, all your fixins, 

drinks and chairs.  Our EAA 

Chapter 407 will provide lots of 

homemade ice cream.  Bring the 

whole family .  There will also be 

a  paper airplane contest.  
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                                          REMINDERS             REMINDERS             REMINDERS                

¶ Bring in your old magazines to be 

sold for 25 cents. 

¶ Also bring in your old charts to be 

used in classes. 

¶ This weekend is the Young Eagles 

Fly-in at Driggs - July 14th at 

9:00am.  Pilots and ground crew 

meet at 7:30.  Ground crew volun-

teers are really needed to help out. 

If you can join in, call Natalie at 681

-1411 (cell).  Lets put some smiles 

on those kidôs faces!! 

 

Newletter - Carol Strong 529 -1608                     EAA Website - Harold Mothersill  524 -6204 
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 It all started in the fall of  ô97 when Dr. Bill Rogers (veterinarian) asked me 
if I had ever thought about building a plane.  I had thought about it but I just never 
really looked into it.  Bill had done the research and thought we should build a two 
place Challenger.  That sounded good to me, so we ordered one from Dave 
Spaulding in Rigby. 

 The first problem was when we discovered that this was not an ultra-light 
and that a person would need to have a pilotôs license in order to fly it legally.  It 
didnôt bother me any, but it was a   disappointment to Bill.  The second problem was 
that the pieces and parts showed up, but Bill never showed up.  I built the plane by 
myself in 4 months, with very little sleep. 

 Dave and I got the 40 hours flown off and then I started taking my flight 
lessons in the  Challenger with Dan Pierce from Rexburg.  I got a recreational pilotôs 
license with a cross-country   endorsement.  That ticket seemed to match the Chal-
lenger very well because I didnôt plan on flying  at night or into controlled space air-
ports. 

 I bought out Billôs share of the plane and after a couple of years of flying, I 
decided I wanted something with a little more capability.  I compared all the various 
kits and for what I wanted to do and what I could afford, I went with the Kitfox.  I or-
dered it up and JoAnn and I drove to Caldwell in Nov. of 2000 and picked up the kit 
in my pick-up and four-horse trailer. 

 I thought I could get it built in 1-½ years but it took me 2-½ years instead.  
And that was with very little sleep also.  I built both planes in my shop here at the 
clinic.  Everyone knew where to find me for 2-½ years.  I did all of the material, paint, 
panel, everything.  I couldnôt see any reason to  pay someone else to work on my kit 
plane.  After I flew off the 40 hours, I took the additional flight time with Dan and got 
my private pilotôs license in my Kitfox.  I was pleased that I could get both my li-
censes in the planes that I had built. 

 The Kitfox has a Rotax 912S turning a Warpdrive ground adjustable prop.  
We cruise at 110 mph while burning just under 5 gph.  I have a little over 5 hours 
worth of fuel.  Cargo behind the side by side seating is 150 lbs.  I can have full fuel, 
full cargo and two 200 lb folks in the seats and still be 50 lbs. under gross.  The poor 
manôs glass panel contains a Skydat GX-2 and a Garmin 196, plus a Garmin trans-
ponder and Apollo com radio.  It has Whelen nav. and strobe lights and dual landing 
lights for nighttime VFR. 

 Itôs a nice plane for flying into the backcountry strips in the Idaho interior.  
You can carry all the camping gear you need.  Dr. John Coplin (another veterinar-
ian) and I took it to Oshkosh and camped out for a week.  What a great experience.  
Iôve taken it to El Paso, Grand    Junction and  Canyonlands.  All planes are a com-
promise and you could always use more speed.  But considering the cost of the kit, 
the cost of flying it and itôs performance capabilities ï this has been the best  com-
promise for me. 
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July 14 - Driggs Airport Young   

Eagles 9:00am 

July 23-29th - Oshkosh,  

www.airventure.org 

July 27th - Wings Over Baker,    

Oregon Fly-in BBQ & Air 

Show w/Huckleberry Pancake 

Breakfast.  Call 541-523-

4539. 

August 11th - American Falls 

Days.  Check out PAGE 6 

August 18th - Our Chapter 

407 Fly-in Breakfast at West 

Yellowstone Airport.  Camping 

if desired.  This in lieu of our 

regular meeting.  If you canôt 

fly, then drive up.  Call Tom  

or Carol at 529-1608 if you 

plan to go as we need a head 

count for breakfast. 

August 25 thru 26 Alpine, WY  

Air Show.  Pancake Breakfast           

Sunday.      307-690-7701 

September: Chapter 407 

Float/Eastern Idaho State 

Fair.  Come help us with our 

float and walk in the   parade.  

Dates & times TBD.  Call 785-

2441. 

1st Saturday      1st Saturday      
Breakfast Breakfast   

Planepool or Carpool to these break-

fast locations.  New meeting 
time - 8am. 

August 4th: Jackpot (06U),  5213ô,  

Paved, 6200ô long @Desert Room 

September 1st: Afton (AFO), 6201ô,   

Paved, 7000ô long. 

October 6th: Blackfoot (U02), 4488ô, 

Paved, 4300ô long 


