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  THE  

SNAKE 

RIVER 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at 

Pocatello Airport and Aeromark at Idaho 

Falls Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the 

month at 6pm from September through 

May. No meetings during June, July, or 

August -  but we do have fun activities 

going on...so check out our schedule!  

President: Natalie Bergevin (H)        684 - 3411     

            Natalie Bergevin (C)             681 - 1411    

V. President: Del Ray Miles  782 - 1155                                        

Secretary: Brad Fell  522 - 6443  

Treasurer: John Bakken            238 - 0754  

Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 - 1608  

Librarian: Paul Tremblay            522 - 9930  

Young Eagles Coordinator:  

Dale Cresap  

529 - 0377  

Correspondence: Ellie Wolper  221 - 6284  

Web Master: Tom Strong  529 - 1608  

Web Master:  Harold Mothersill   524 - 6204  

Sport Pilot Liaison: Jim Baker  357 - 2437  

Chapter Website:  

http://www.eaa407.org  

 

Who We Are:  

 Where We Meet:  

 

With almost 40 people in attendance, our EAA Chapter members and their families enjoyed our 2nd 

annual òSummer Ice Cream Socialó, but we had more than ice cream.  Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, 

cakes, and cookies were additional fair and as usual, we all ate too much.  It was a nice tour of Rich-

ardõs hangar and office. Terryõs BBQ pit is a drum from an old washing machine (it works great!). 

Donõt miss this next year - it is a great way to catch up on the latest airplane projects.  
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A large portion of the W. Yellowstone gang during the  

August Campout/Breakfast Fly - in 
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SPOTLIGHT ON  

EAA MEMBER 

ELLIE WOLPER  

A FLY - IN AT ST. ANTHONY -  September 

20th. Fly to the St. Anthony Airport for a 

great fly - in (plans are now being put together 

and more info to follow in next newsletter). 

Sounds like a fun time! For questions, send an 

email to:  albrug@fairpoint.net  

RENO AIR RACES -  September 10 - 14: The 

45TH National Championship Races.  Reno 

Stead Field in Reno, Nevada.  Call 775 - 972 -

6663 for info or log onto www.airrace.org.    

GRANT COUNTY AIR SEARCH FLY - IN 

BREAKFAST -  September 6th at the John 

Day AIRPORT. Give Cheryl Berry a call at 

541 - 820 - 4310.  The breakfast is from 7:00 

to 10:30 AM.  See you there!!  

ONTARIO, IDAHO AIR FAIR & BREAKFAST 

-  September 13th. Warbirds, acrobatics, and 

food.  For more information, contact Roger 

Smith at Rlstps@aol.com or call him @ 208 -

739 - 3979.  

SANTA FE AIRSHOW -  September 20th, 

Santa Fe Municipal Airport in New Mexico. 

Call 505 - 424 - 7124 or log onto 

www.santafeairshow.com.  

WESTERN COLORADO 2008 -  September 26

- 28 @ the GJ Regional Airport in Grand 

Junction, Colorado. Call 970 - 242 - 9691 or log 

onto gjairshow.com.  

CHICO AIRFEST -  September 27 - 28 @Chico 

Municipal Airport, Chico, California.  Call 530

- 230 - 1284 or log onto chicoairfest.com.  

BALLOON FIESTA -  October 4 - 12 at Albu-

querque International, Balloon Fiesta Park,  

Albuquerque, New Mexico. Call 888 - 422 -

7277 or log onto balloonfiesta.com.  

COPPERSTATE REGIONAL FLYIN -  October 

23- 26. Casa Grande Municipal Airport, Casa 

Grande, Arizona. Call 520 - 400 - 8887 or log 

onto copperstate.org.  

SAFE SYMPOSIUM -  October 27 - 29. The 

46th Annual Symposium in Grand Sierra Re-

sort & Casino, Reno, Nevada.  Call 541 - 895 -

3012 for info or log onto safeassociation.com.  

Interview with Ellie by phone:  I re-

cently joined EAA because my dad is 

a member too.  I am a 5th grader 

at Indian Hills Grade School in Poca-

tello, and I am interested in flying 

because my dad is a pilot... I help 

my dad fly by steering the plane 

when he lets me. I have not had any 

lessons yet, but I plan to start tak-

ing some lessons within the next 5 

years.  ...Ellie  

PANCAKE FLY- IN BREAKFAST  -  August 

30th & September 27th. Sponsored by EAA 

Chpt 757 @ Boundary Cty Airport starting at 

8;00 AM. Bonners Ferry, Idaho.  

LABOR DAY LOW Nõ SLOW FLY- IN -  August 

29- September 1st in Delta, Utah. All experi-

mental, ultralight and light sport aircraft are 

invited to Delta once a year for  flying, food 

and fun. Some will be going on a flying tour 

of the area to the 'volcano' and dry lake 

bed. Airplane games such as water balloon 

drops, candy drops and 'golf' (which involves 

dropping a golf ball from low level flight over 

a green at the golf course) will be played as 

weather permits.  

Camping on the field is allowed/encouraged! 

MOGAS will be made available during the 

event.  
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For Sale:  ACS Fuel primer with adequate 

Cu tubing, Spruce 05 - 19920 -  $45.00.  

òUsheró type Cab heat box  [2in tubing], 

Spruce p 295 2005/2006 cat. - $75.00.  2 

inch tubing to sheet metal Al flange -  

$3.50.  Exhaust cabin heat òvalveó for 

$25.00.  A - 820 type throttle friction - lock 

cable, 1/2 thread, 6 ft, 0.075 solid wire -  

$25.00. 2 ea. Mixture/etc, 48 inch, 3/8 

threads, 0.06 dia solid wire -  $15.00 each.  

Potter/Broomfield Breakers: W58 type, 4ea 

1amp; 3ea 3amp; 5ea 10amp -  $3.00each.  

W23 type, 2ea 10amp; 1ea 15amp -  

$7.50each.  All items are new and never 

For Lease: Rigby Airport Hangar Space  

$100 Access Fee & 10 cents per Sq Foot of 

hangar size. Call Larry Boam for more infor-

mation at 754 - 4352 or 521 - 0679.  

For Sale:  30 amp ammeter, Westach, 

installed but never used -  $50.  12ó spinner 

(uncut) w/ 5/8ó mounting holes -  $100.  

Airwolf spin - on adapter for remote firewall 

mounting for a Lycoming or Continental en-

gine, including AN - 8 size      nipples & O -

rings for 1/2ó oil lines, separate firewall 

mount required which can be purchased from 

an auto supply store -  $250.  Turn & Bank 

indicator (Schwien), runs quietly -  $75.  PS 

Engineering 4 - channel panel mount intercom, 

no harness -  $50.  Lycoming vacuum pump 

drive, appears to be P/N LW - 10305 -  

$100.  Call  208 - 317 - 4101 .  

For Sale:  Piper Pacer PA- 20/16 for 

sale. Year 1950, $27,000. Extensive modifi-

cations made to make it an exceptional flyer.  

Control yokes have been replaced with 

sticks.  Tail - wheel aircraft.  Four seater. 

Located in Blackfoot. Call Ellis @ 208 - 785 -

For Sale:  Interstate S1A Cadet . Year 

1941, $22,000. Recently reconditioned 2 -

place tandem seater. Tail - wheel aircraft.  

Located in Blackfoot. Once owned by actor 

Andy Devine. This meets all qualifications for 

a Light Sport Aircraft and can be flown by 

Sport Pilot Certificate holders. Call Ellis @ 

208 - 785 - 6331. Anxious to sell.  

For Sale:  Sonex for sale .  87 Total 

Hours on the Airframe, Propeller, and Power 

Plant. The Engine is an 80HP Aerovee  

Scratch built and inspected on May 29, 

2007.  Blue print #179, N#  N179ES  

Engine: Aerovee - S/N 0257;  Carburetors: 

Aerocarb,S/N 555IP; ACV - C03, Com Radio: 

Becker 12206; Transponder - Becker 0338;   

ATC 440A - A- 250 ELT King 481558  King 

Ak450; Propeller - Senenich W54JVSl44G  

Encoder AKC 103086; Engine Information 

System - Grandrapids 2000. Tires -

11X400XS; Altimeter - Falcon  103089  

ATL201NF - 3; VSI UMA 10 - 05500         

Airspeed A2241; Compass Airpath C2400LP4. 

Have to see to appreciate @ $35,000. Call 

Elmer W. Smith @ 208 604 0419 or Mark L. 

Edwards 208 241 1865.  ATTENTION :  THE RIGBY AIRPORT 

WILL BE CLOSED FOR 4 DAYS THE 

END OF AUGUST/FIRST PART OF SEP-

TEMBER (SPECIFIC DATES TO FOL-

LOW). THE RUNWAY WILL BE RESUR-

FACED AND RUNWAY NUMBERS WILL 

BE REPAINTED.  

IMPORTANT :  THE MAIN RUNWAY 

IN IDAHO FALLS (RUNWAYS 2 AND 

20) WILL BE CLOSED FROM SEPTEM-

BER 2ND TO OCTOBER 1ST FOR RE-

PAIRS.  CALL THE IF REGIONAL AIR-

PORT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA-

TION OR UPDATES.  
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TO KEEP YOUR NEWSLETTER GOING, 

WE ARE IN DIRE NEED OF YOUR 

PICTURES AND YOUR ARTICLES.  

 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER  

SUBMITTALS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

PUBLICATION IS SEPTEMBER 6TH.   

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES AND  

PICTURES NO LATER THAN  

SEPTEMBER 6TH.  

INTERESTED IN BEING A  

SPORT PILOT?  
 

This is the web site for sport pilot 

info. The book is out of print right 

now so this is where you can go to 

get the information that was in the 

book. They are working on a new 

one.   

http://www.sportpilot.org/learn/

reachforthesky.pdf  

Greetings from Larry Hobbs:  

Keven Forbush, Errol Spaulding, and I took a 

trip on Thursday, July 17th, to Deer Lodge, 

Montana. We left Rigby at 6:30 am  

and headed north over the Menan Buttes and 

up to Kilgore, then we made a few low -

level  passes over Porky Pine Pass. From 

there, we continued north over the continen-

tal divide and into the Red Rock Lakes in 

Montana.  

Once past the divide, the smoke cleared out 

and the sky was considerably clearer. We 

flew fairly low to the terrain up to Twin 

Bridges, Montana and made a pit stop there. 

From there, we made a touch and go at Butte 

and Bowman before reaching Deer Lodge, 

Montana. The first thing we did at Deer 

Lodge was fuel up ($4.65 / gal), and then we 

took the courtesy car into town for break-

fast.  

After breakfast, we continued down past 

Bowman and made a  touch and go at Wisdom, 

Montana (I still had sagebrush sprouts on my  

tail wheel). From Wisdom, we shot a course 

to Dell, Montana and while in route, Errol 

asked for my position on the radio. I in-

formed him I was on his 7 o'clock at a dis-

tance of about 300 yards.  He came back and 

said, ò watch thisó. As soon as I saw him 

nose over, I new what he was going to do. 

Sure enough, after he picked up additional 

speed, he pitched up to 20 or 30 degrees and 

did a complete roll! AWESOME, ABSOLUTELY 

AWESOME !!!!!!! 

During the entire trip, the air temp was ab-

solutely fantastic for flying. At one time, we 

were about 12,000 msl with an OAT OF 44 

deg F. When we reached Spencer on the re-

turn trip, we were entering back into our 

smoky valley again.  

All in all, a fantastic day of flying. I am 

sorry that the rest of you were not able to 

enjoy it with us, but maybe next time.  

                                                 ...

....till later,  LARRY   HOBBS 

Midfield crossover at the Rigby airport  

on the return trip home  

A stop at Twin Bridges , Montana . 

WHAT   

KIND OF  

PLANE IS  

THIS?  

(NO FAIR 

LOOKING  

UP TAIL 

##)  
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ing off to Errol. There is more beautiful 

scenery on the way to St Ignatius. Larry says 

they have cheap gas and that will be wel-

come. Errol is getting nervous about our re-

maining fuel. The GPS says we are close, but 

there are still high mountains all around. This 

calls for a steep descent, and Errol lets me 

to do the landing.  

They must have raised the fuel price over-

night. The gas is $5.27 and Larry is eager to 

make Polson while they are still serving 

breakfast.   Errol is nervous about our fuel, 

but Polson is close. There is a lot of traffic 

there and we are fortunate to find an opening 

for a quick landing. The Civil Air Patrol and 

other officials direct us to parking, where we 

are greeted with free tickets for breakfast 

or lunch. After a brief chat with friendly pi-

lots Larry and Errol are eager to use their 

tickets for breakfast. I suspect the pancakes 

contain milk and decide to wait for lunch. 

There are many planes here, mostly RV and 

Rans, with some old classics too.  

There are helicopter rides for $30 and I am 

eager to try this as it will be a new experi-

ence for me. There are two helicopters, one 

with 2 seats and one with 4. For the same 

price I would rather sit up front, so I decide 

it is worth a slightly longer wait for that. I 

check back frequently so I will be ready to go 

when it is my turn. Errol decides against a 

ride, but agrees with my choice. He is more 

concerned about fuel for the plane. He and 

Larry taxi to the fuel pump, and I run my 

credit card and start pumping fuel.   Then I 

being dusty. After landing Errol checks the 

fluid levels in the plane and the crew adjusts 

their own fluid levels. Larry takes off first 

and we wait till the dust clears to take off 

and follow in a steep climb over gray moun-

tains with a few red ones thrown in. We de-

scend into Riddick, do a touch and go with 

the tail wobbling, and chat with another pilot 

over the radio as we proceed north. I donõt 

know him, but he knows many of the same 

people as Errol and Larry.  

Drummond is next. It is hard to see and I 

spot it first, and Errol makes an abrupt pat-

tern entry. The strip is a stubble field with 

some white cones for markers. I advise Errol 

to land on the runway, not next to it, re-

sulting in an abrupt correction on short final. 

Errol says he was just switching from 07L to 

07R. In his defense I will say that the place 

he was aiming for may well have been better 

than the designated runway. It is a rough 

stubble field that comes alive with grasshop-

pers, and we get guts all over the planes. It 

is deserted except for a Cessna at the west 

end, who warns us on the radio of foxholes. 

We head for Seely Lake, and Larry is not 

eager to come back here.  

The fuel tanks are feeding unevenly again, 

and Errol decides it is time to transfer the 

reserve tank. We fly by many beautiful lakes 

on the way. I set up an approach for Errol, 

which is tricky because of all the trees. It 

looks like we are too high for the threshold 

and too low to clear the trees, and I get a 

good look at them on short final after hand-

By Dale Cresap,  

I had planned to make the hike I postponed 

from flying with Errol last weekend, when I 

got a call from him. Would I like to fly to 

Polson [Flathead Lake]? Sure, I can hike 

later. Larry wants to meet in the air at 

0600, which is later revised to 0630. I get 

up at 5 and get to Errol's by 0545, fuel the 

plane, and drive over to Hamilton's just as 

he starts the engine. He still beats me 

there, and I grab an extra parka on this 

slightly chilly morning. We cruise to Rigby at 

500 feet, and meet up with Larry on fre-

quency at 0625. We pull into formation on 

this clear, calm day and head north. Larry 

asks if Errol's second officer is on board. I 

take this as an insult since I am the first 

officer, but it appears that I was demoted 

for wandering around on the last flight. The 

jagged peaks of the Tetons are sharply sil-

houetted on the horizon as we climb into the 

sunrise. The winding canals and river chan-

nels give way to barren scrub land beyond 

the confluence, and we proceed over Camas 

Creek, Monida, and Dillon, then on to land at 

Wise River. Errol wore shorts and he is 

complaining that his legs are cold. I recall 

that I have an extra jacket and loan it to 

him for a lap blanket, give him some dried 

pineapple, and a back rub from the rear 

seat. I am trying to get back to first offi-

cer status.  

Larry likes to land at every airstrip on the 

way, and he planned the route. He must 

have a map with tacks in it on the wall at 

home. Wise River is fine soft dirt, prone to 
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see the chopper arriving and it is my turn 

so I have to go and let Errol finish fueling. 

He adds the most fuel the plane has ever 

taken, 17.8 gallons, which comes to $94. 

He claims he didnõt spill very much.  

My ride is with CFI Austin in a Schweizer 

269C- 1. It has no side door, and it seems 

weird to fly without moving forward. We go 

over Polson and out over the lake, rather 

low and at 65 knots. Austin does an air taxi 

hover before landing, and I hurry over to 

Errol and Larry who are eager to depart. I 

grab my lunch to go, which is Fritos with 

chili and onions. Iõm glad I waited. It is 

tasty and a bargain too, $6 cheaper than 

the proverbial hamburger.  

The CAP cadets give us smart salutes on 

departure, and we fly over Flathead Lake. 

There are beautiful islands, and it is not 

surprising that the shore is crowded with 

cabins. We turn back south and climb 

through smoke aiming for Missoula, then 

decide on Dillon, and finally Dell, with a 

brief detour to follow the Big Hole River. 

Our route home is long straight legs rather 

than a hop scotch like we had in the morn-

ing, but Errol does demonstrate his superior 

skill at finding airstrips on the way. I land 

at Dell and Larry compliments me for hold-

ing place in formation. It seems that I fly 

Errol's plane better from the back seat 

than the front.  

Dell is deserted, but we share snacks and 

use Larryõs tripod to get group photos. I 

look for Larry after our formation takeoff 

and canõt find him, but I see his shadow clos-

ing in on ours. Errol flies all the way home 

from here, heading straight for Rigby and 

splitting up at Menan and following the river 

back as we did last week. At Ririe I can see 

no gas in mains and though we have only a 

few minutes to go we donõt want to run dry on 

final, so Errol switches to reserve fuel, and 

we leave the plane in the hangar at Hamil-

tonõs. This has been another great flying ad-

venture, including my first helicopter ride, 

and I am reinstated as first officer. I fly 

4.2 hours of a total of 8.3, so Errol is back 

to being generous with stick time as usual.        

.....Dale  

Flying by 

the Ana-

conda-  

Pintler  

Wilder-

ness in 

Montana  

INTERESTING TO ALL MEMBERS :  

The 6 chapters of EAA in Idaho are asked 

to help give an award to every pilot and 

ground support person who helps the Young 

Eagles Program every year. The only in-

vestment is a small amount of your time to 

convey this message to the members of 

your chapter.  

I will send a copy of the ebook FINDERS 

KEEPERS to any member of EAA because 

we all help the Young Eagles.  

George West, President, and other mem-

bers of Chapter 833 have read FINDERS 

KEEPERS and say it is a fun novel about 

flying and easy to read. They know I want 

nothing in return but the pleasure of ex-

changing an interesting story with fellow 

pilots.  

The ecopy is absolutely FREE! You can save 

it to your computer, a reader, or print it 

as a hard copy. (instruction for printing will 

be included). There is a copyright and so 

all I ask is that copies not be given to non -

members of EAA.  

This story is all about a senior citizen pilot. 

It has no sex, no violence, no profanity and 

is suitable for readers of all ages.  

Contact me and I will send you the link.  

Thanks,  Al Vandegriff 

#427641,   Chapter 833  

L to R:   

 

Larry  

Errol  

Dale 


