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  THE SNAKE RIVER 

  Presidentôs  

  Message:  
 

                  Who We Are:  

 
President: Natalie Bergevin        684 -3411                            
         Cell:  681 -1411    
V. President: Pete Stewart          785 -2441                                       
Secretary: Dale Cresap                529 -0377                                    
Treasurer: John Bakken              238 -0754 
Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 -1608 
Librarian: Paul Tremblay             522 -9930 
Web Master: Harold Mothersill:  524 -6204 
Chapter Website:     http://ww.eaa407.org  

               Where We Meet:  

 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at 
Pocatello Airport and Aero Mark at Idaho 
Falls Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 6pm (except during the summer). 

                 Next meeting:  

 

W. Yellowstone Airport Saturday, August 
18th, pancake breakfast and camping Fri-
day night.  There is a pilotôs camping area 
just north of the terminal with lots of room,  
water, horseshoes, pit toilets, courtesy  

bicycles and hot showers.  Note:  

Another group will be there (maybe as 
many as 30) but there is still room for us. 
The local FBO has a $4/day tie down fee.  
If you are coming and havenôt let us know, 
please call or email.  We want to have 
enough food for all. RSVP:  tstrong@ida.net  

and  several members dropped in to say 

hi and meet us. Seeing old friends was a 

bonus. 

The Air Force put on an impressive 

show and we also saw a great number of 

sea planes. I have yet to get all the way 

through the EAA museum. I especially 

enjoyed Dick Rutanôs class on the 

Beachcraft Starship. And Bob Hooverôs 

stories never grow old. All the new 

ideasé..what can I say. 

 It seems you can't go without a little 

rain. So a couple of days were a bit 

damp-- some more than others. I admire 

the guys who fly in and camp with their 

planes. I am spoiled with my RV. 

It is always sad when there is an acci-

dent so we were all affected. The pilot 

was a great man and will be missed. 

So much good comes from this week. I 

came home even more excited than ever. 

The ideas shared from the other chapters 

WOW ! August is 1/3rd gone. It's been a 

great summer with July being the best. 

We left July 13th for Oshkosh and 

stopped in Chippewa Falls to visit cous-

ins before heading on in to the air show. 

It seemed bigger than ever. The classes 

were very informative so I learned a lot. 

In previous years,  I only went to play, 

but this year I went to learn as much as I 

could. 

Tuesday evening our chapter dinner was 

a success with our chapter members and 

good food. I hung our new chapter flag 



 2 EAA 407  August 2007 

 

will help me be more efficient and I 

plan to help our chapter improve.  I will 

continue to support all of you as your-

chapter president. 

(Natalie at an Oshkosh Newsletter  Forum) 

 

One exciting thing for me was to report  

the growth of our chapter in the last 7 

months. We are over 60 members strong 

and still growing. Our members are 

helping to spread the word about our re-

vitalized chapter and it is great to have 

this growth. So ñWelcome to Allò. You 

are joining a great chapter with some of 

the nicest people I have ever met.  

One thing I noticed this year at Oshkosh 

was how EAA seems to be one big fam-

ily with everybody welcome. I was 

treated so well everywhere I went. 

Back at home I have been excited about 

our fly-in breakfasts. They seem to be a 

success and we hope to have them con-

tinue. The West Yellowstone breakfast 

       Newsletter Changes:  

 

For the August newsletter we are switch-
ing to landscape layout.  This should make 
it easier to see the whole page on your 
computer screen.  Let us know what you 
think of this change or any other changes 
youôd like to see.   Keep those cards and 
stories coming in.  We love to have YOUR 

stories to include. 

Contact John Bakken at 238-0754 if 
you need a ñplane builtò patch. 

 
Donate old magazines to the chapter 

for others to buy-25 cents. 
 

We run classifieds.  Send us your list 
for sale and we will publish it for you. 

 
STORIES STORIES STORIES &  

PICTURES PICTURES - we want to 
hear from all of you so send them to 

us at tstrong@ida.net. 
 

Come to the meetings: register for our 
big Christmas prize. 

 
Donate a buck and answer the Avia-
tion Trivia question.  Winners get the 

pot of money! 

      NEWS YOU CAN USENEWS YOU CAN USENEWS YOU CAN USE  
fly-in will be great fun next Saturday!                       

We have a good crowd coming and hope 

to have a wonderful breakfast. Come on 

up on Friday night and camp if you can 

- it should be a grand adventure. 

I am looking forward to fall and seeing 

all the finished projects, along with par-

ticipating in the chapter meetings and 

activities. With the Christmas party just 

around the corner Santa has a lot to do. 

Thanks to each one of you and keep up 

the good work.    HAPPY FLYING...  

 

                         Natalie 

American Falls Fly-in - August 11th.  Many tickets 

were bought to get a free ride in this P-51 Mustang! 
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When no more fuel reaches 

the engine, it stops running!  
 
Take the case of a proud new owner of a 

turbocharged Beech Bonanza A36.  As 

required by his insurance company, he 

had to log 15 hours of dual instruction 

before he could solo his airplane.  The 

new owner, an architect with 440 hours 

total time, hired a 15,000 hour CFII who 

held an ATP certificate with a   multien-

gine rating and type ratings in the 

Cessna CE - 500, Hawker Siddeley  HS -

125, LR - Jet (Learjet), and Israel  Aircraft 

Industries (IAI - Jet).  

 

Well qualified? You bet! This CFII had to 

be good!  

Let's go flying . . .  

 
On this particular day, the line service-

man pulled the airplane out of its han-

gar. Knowing that the pilots were en 

route to the airport, he visually checked 

the fuel tanks as a courtesy. He found 

them to be "half full." He offered to     

refuel the airplane but the pilots refused, 

saying they had sufficient fuel.   

          They launched, flew 1.25 hours to 

another airport and made two full - stop  

landings. Shortly thereafter, witnesses 

heard the engine "sputtering and  

coughing." The Bonanza descended into 

a residential neighborhood and struck a 

parked truck.  The aircraft then cart 

wheeled, exploded, and spun clockwise, 

coming to rest on its belly facing a 

truck. Both the airplane and the truck 

were consumed in flames.  

 

According to the NTSB report, both 

deaths were attributed to "multisystem  

trauma with 100 percent total body 

burn."  

 

What happened?  
 
It goes without saying that these two 

guys did not have to die. They were   

flying a perfectly good airplane. Crash 

investigators found no defects in the 

fuel selector valve system. They simply 

ignored their fuel situation.   

     There is no training we can give to 

pilots that would have prevented this 

accident. The logic of managing fuel is 

too simple. Like lowering the gear prior 

to landing, ensuring our engine has fuel 

just makes sense. It's not rocket       

science. It does not require a Ph.D. in 

mathematics.  

 

Duh . . . . no gas, 
no engine!  
 
Are we being too hard 

on these pilots?       

Perhaps, but the consequences of not       

managing our fuel properly reverberate  

throughout the GA community.  

     First, two souls were lost. Families 

will grieve for the rest of their lives. 

Next, the public's perception of GA 

flight safety takes another major hit. 

Insurance rates for ALL of us will go 

up. Law suits will wipe out personal  

estates. Sadly, the consequences  

are all bad.  

     Not surprisingly, our large GA mem-

bership organizations will not be publi-

cizing this tragic accident or any of the  

other 30 fatal GA accidents that oc-

curred during the same month.  

Sure . . . it's bad for business. It's not 

the kind of thing that builds member-

ship.  

     Let's not forget that membership 

translates to dollars and dollars  

translate to salaries. Membership 

translates to political muscle.  

Membership is good. Fatal crashes are 

bad. Are we surprised?  

 

So where do go from here?  
 
If you were moved by the recounting of 

this tragic acci-

dent, imagine if  

every certificated 

GA pilot read it. 

Would we all think 

twice about our  

own fuel issues 

before our next 

flight?  

No, AOPA nor EAA are not going to get 

word of this tragic event out to their 

GA memberships. Again, its bad for 

business.   
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This leaves you and me. We must work 

together to ensure that every GA pilot 

hears about tragic crashes like this. 

Then, perhaps we will all think  

twice about fuel and related flight 

safety issues. When this happens,  

these regrettable human failures will 

begin to diminish!  

 

Bob Miller, ATP, CFII  

rjma@rjma.com  

716 - 864 - 8100  
 

The second  1st breakfast adven-

ture at Jackpot   
      
We had a successful turn out for our 1st 

Saturday Breakfast Adventure to Jack-

pot, Nevada. 

     Five planes arrived at the Jackpot 

Airport ï no cars this time.  Included in 

the hungry bunch was Hal Johansen in 

his Lancair 360.  With Hal was fellow  

(Tom/Carol Strong, Larry Boam,  

George Mundt, John Bakken, Hal Johansen) 

 

co-pilot John Bakken.  Larry Hobbs 

came down in his Rans S-6S.   And 

Larry Boam showed up in his Rans  

S-6S also. Tom and Carol Strong flew 

down in their RV 9A.  And a new face 

joined us with a big smile. His name is 

George Mundt from Shelly who came in 

his Rans S7.  We headed straight for the 

ñCanyon Cove Buffetò because we found 

out they had a terrific breakfast spread.  

WOW, it was fantasticé.so much food 

and the variety was endless.  This was 

well worth the flight down there and we 

all made second trips back to the food 

bar.  We spent our time eating and talk-

ing, after which most of the guys hopped 


