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  THE  

SNAKE 

RIVER 

We rotate between the ISU hanger at Poca-

tello Airport and Aeromark at Idaho Falls 

Airport on the 3rd Saturday of the month 

at 6pm from September through May. No 

meetings during June, July, or August -  but 

we do have fun activities going on...so check 

out our schedule!  

President: Natalie Bergevin (H)        684 - 3411     

            Natalie Bergevin (C)             681 - 1411    

V. President: Pete Stewart  785 - 2441                                        

Secretary: Kenny Smith  705 - 4500  

Treasurer: John Bakken            238 - 0754  

Newsletter Ed.: Carol Strong      529 - 1608  

Librarian: Paul Tremblay            522 - 9930  

Young Eagles Coordinator:  

Dale Cresap  

529 - 0377  

Correspondence: Ellie Wolper  221 - 6284  

Web Master: Tom Strong  529 - 1608  

Sport Pilot Liaison: Jim Baker  357 - 2437  

Chapter Website:  

http://www.eaa407.org  

 

Who We Are:  

 Where We Meet  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE:   Hi everyone:   

There is a lot going on... three Young Eagle 

Fly- ins, one in each of the next 3 months.  

It will be great to go to Gooding to fly the 

deaf & blind kids. The Poker Run on May 

22nd will be just as much fun as last year 

with prizes for the best poker hand given 

out again! (we were notified today that the Gooding 

School Young Eagles Fly - in has been cancelled).  

  

Please come & support the Pocatello Airport 

Appreciation Day and the Carey Fly - in.  

The B - 17 is just a hop away from Idaho 

Falls -  it is worth a trip down to see her!  

 

There will be a couple of chapter work pro-

jects coming up soon & we will need your 

help. Watch for email notes about these.  

 

We will have a booth at the Idaho Falls Air 

Show in July & this will help support the 

Hoffõs.  Oshkosh is the next day!  

 

Our overnighters will be so much fun!!  

Thanks for all you do - we are the greatest!  

                          

                            .........Natalie  

 

òMARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!ó  
 

APRIL 20TH -  YOUNG EAGLES FLYIN IN 

GOODING HAS BEEN CANCELLED.  

MAY 15TH -  CAREY FLYIN & CAMPOUT. WE 

WILL BE SPONSORING  THE YOUNG EAGLES 

PART OF THE FLYIN. PILOTS FLYING EAGLES 

WILL GET A FREE BREAKFAST.  100LL FUEL 

WILL BE AVAILABLE.  CONTACT LARRY HOBBS 

@ 523 - 9597 FOR DETAILS.  

 

MAY 22ND -  2nd ANNUAL POKER RUN W/BBQ 

@ RIGBY AIRPORT/PRIZES. CALL TOM FOR 

DETAILS @ 529 - 1608.  

 

MAY 25TH -  SAFE PILOT SEMINAR W/
FRANK LESTER.  

 

JUNE 19TH -  ROSE COMPASS CEREMONY @ 

BLACKFOOT OR FBO CLEANUP. CONTACT PETE 

@ 785 - 2441 FOR INFO. STARTS @ 9 AM.  

 

JUNE 26TH -  POCATELLO AIRPORT APPRECIA-

TION DAY W/YOUNG EAGLES FLYIN.  CON-

TACT PETE @ 785 - 2441 FOR DETAILS. (SEE 

PAGE 5) 

 

JULY 24TH -  IDAHO FALLS AIR SHOW.  DE-

TAILS FORTHCOMING IN LCAL PAPERS.  

 

JULY 26TH -  OSHKOSH.  NEED WE SAY MORE?  

 

AUGUST 13TH - 14TH -  2ND ANNUAL WEST 

FORK FLYIN IN MONTANA.  CONTACT TOM @ 

529 - 1608 FOR MORE INFO.  

 

AUGUST 27TH - 28TH -  3RD ANNUAL WEST 

YELLOWSTONE FLYIN/CAMPOUT.  CONTACT 

TOM @ 529 - 1608 FOR INFO.  
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1st SATURDAY BREAKFASTS OR 

LUNCHES! 
(WEATHER DEPENDENT - mark your 

calendar!!)  

 
We had 11 people show up for a 

great breakfast in Afton in March. 

Nate Smith & passengers landed in 

Alpine due to weather reports, so he 

didnõt make it....but he tried!!!  
 

April 3rd -  Mackey Airport.  This 

was cancelled due to crummy 

weather.  

 

May 1st  -  Twin Falls Airport Res-

taurant. Arrive there by 9:30. Good 

food & pilot conversation.   

 

June 5th -  Dell, Montana. Meet at 

the Calf - A by 9:30 for breakfast.  

Walk is about 1/2 mile from airport.  

 

July  -  We will not have a breakfast 

due to the July 4th weekend.  

 

Let me know if there are other 

breakfast locations you have discov-

ered and want to share with the 

chapter! Send to: cjfood@ida.net  

       

THIS ONE 

IS FOR A  

SPEEDING 

TICKET...   

 
SUBMITTED BY EAA CHAPTER 407  

MEMBER LES STONE  

 

Two Highway Patrol Officers were con-

ducting speeding enforcement on I - 15, 

just north of Oceanside, San Diego, 

California.  One of the officers was using 

a hand held radar device to check 

speeding vehicles approaching the crest 

of a hill.  The officers were suddenly 

surprised when the radar gun began 

reading 300 mph and climbing ! The offi-

cer attempted to reset the radar gun, 

but it would not reset and then....it 

suddenly turned off.   

 

 

 

 

 

Just then a deafening roar over the 

treetops revealed that the radar had in 

fact locked on to a USMC F/A - 18 Hor-

net which was engaged in a low flying 

exercise near this, it's home base loca-

tion.  Back at the California Highway Pa-

trol Headquarters, the Patrol Captain 

fired off a complaint to the US Marine 

Corps Base Commander for shutting down 

his radar equipment.  The reply came 

back in true USMC style:   

òThank you for your letter. You may be 

interested to know that the tactical 

computer in the Hornet had detected the 

presence of, & subsequently locked on to, 

your hostile radar equipment & automati-

cally sent a jamming signal back to it, 

which is why it shut down. Furthermore, 

an Air - to - Ground missile  aboard the fully 

armed aircraft had also automatically 

locked on to your equipment  location .   

Fortunately, the Marine Pilot flying the 

Hornet recognized the situation for what 

it was, quickly responded  to the missile 

system alert status and was able to 

override the automated defense system  

before the missile was launched to de-

stroy the hostile radar position.  

The pilot suggests you cover your mouths 

when cussing at them, since the video 

systems on these jets are very high 

tech .  Sergeant Johnson, the officer 

holding the radar gun, should get his 

dentist to check his left rear molar. It 

appears the filling is loose. Also, the 

snap is broken on his holster.ó Semper Fi                                                                                                      
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A Barnstormer Who Flew With the 

Stars -  Elinor Smith 1911 - 2010  

Dubbed "The Flying Flapper" by newspapers 

that followed her every feat, Elinor Smith 

set aviation records for endurance, height 

and speed at a young age.  

Ms. Smith, who died Friday, March 19th, at 

age 98, was one of the last survivors of 

aviation's early barnstorming days. She flew 

with such legends as Amelia Earhart and 

James Doolittle. She recalled Charles Lind-

bergh seeing her off from Roosevelt Field in 

1928 on her most notorious exploit, flying 

under four of New York City's East River 

bridges . 

It seemed Ms. Smith was born to fly. When 

she was age 6, her father, vaudeville star 

Tom Smith, tied her blond braids together 

and put her in a sight - seeing biplane that 

took off from a Long Island potato field not 

far from her home in Freeport, N.Y. "What 

I cannot forget is the view," Ms. Smith 

wrote in a 1980 memoir. She added, "I knew 

that my future in airplanes and flying was as 

inevitable as the freckles on my nose."  

matched by "The Flying Cashier" and "The 

Flying Salesgirl." Each strove to break free 

of the pack.  

"That's how you got jobs, by setting re-

cords," said Dorothy Cochrane, a curator at 

the National Air and Space Museum. "Women 

had to take what they could get since ca-

reers in the military were closed to them."  

Ms. Smith set several endurance records, 

and once flew so high in an attempt to set 

the altitude record that she blacked out 

above 30,000 feet.  

"When I came to, I was in a power dive right 

into the Hempstead Reservoir," but averted a 

crash, she told writer Laura Muha in the 

2000 book "Takeoff! How Long Island In-

spired America to Fly."  

Ms. Smith's feats aloft ñall well publicized ñ

got her jobs piloting for the Irvin Air Chute 

Co., maker of parachutes, and as a test pilot 

for the Fairchild Aviation Corp. She also 

worked for several years as an aviation com-

mentator for NBC radio.  

Married without publicity in 1933 to New 

York lawyer and politician Patrick Sullivan, 

Ms. Smith retired a few years later to con-

centrate on raising a family. She gave lec-

tures on the history of flight and on aviatrix 

fashion, something many of the early female 

fliers were expert in.  

She occasionally returned to flying when in-

vited to air shows, and had the chance to 

pilot training jets in the 1950s. In 2000, she 

flew the Space Shuttle flight simulator, and 

managed to successfully land after crashing 

on her first try. ( taken from The Wall Street Journal)  

Along with French and piano lessons typical 

for a well - off girl, Ms. Smith studied aero-

nautics. By age 10, she had learned to take 

the controls, aided by wooden blocks at-

tached to the rudder pedals of a Curtiss 

Jenny. She soloed at age 15, and at 16 be-

came among the youngest pilots licensed up 

to that time, her license signed by Orville 

Wright. Ms. Smith nearly lost the license a 

year later thanks to the bridge stunt ñ

another flyer had his suspended by the 

Commerce Department after he crashed into 

another East River bridge.  

On a dare, Ms. Smith studied the four sus-

pension bridges and did her stunt one Sun-

day morning in October. She headed south in 

her Waco 9 biplane, dodging ships while fly-

ing beneath the Queensboro, Williamsburg 

and Manhattan bridges. She finished by fly-

ing sideways beneath the Brooklyn Bridge 

and then circled the Statue of Liberty 

twice.  

Mayor Jimmy Walker was so charmed when 

he met the young aviatrix that he volun-

teered to smooth things over with the Com-

merce Department. Ms. Smith was back fly-

ing within days, now a celebrity. "I got the 

letter of reprimand with a little personal 

note," she wrote in her memoir, "asking for 

my autograph by return mail."  

Over the next few years, Ms. Smith would 

set numerous records, spurred on by a 

handful of other aviatrices, including Ms. 

Earhart, Bobbi Trout, and Pancho Barnes. 

All were trumpeted by the media. Ms. 

Smith's "Flying Flapper" moniker was 
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ALWAYS ASK -  

NEVER ASSUME  

(SUBMITTED BY EAA 

CHPT MEMBER LES 

STONE)  

His request approved, the CNN News 

photographer quickly used a cell phone to 

call the local airport to charter a flight.  

   

He was told a twin - engine plane would be 

waiting for him at the airport.  

 

Arriving at the airfield, he spotted a 

plane warming up outside a hanger.  

   

He jumped in with his bag, slammed the 

door shut, and shouted, 'Let's go'.  

 

The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into 

the wind and took off.  

   

Once in the air, the photographer in-

structed the pilot, 'Fly over the valley 

and make low passes so I can take pic-

tures of the fires on the hillsides.'  

 

'Why?' asked the pilot.  

 

'Because I'm a photographer for CNN' , 

he responded, 'and I need to get some 

close up shots.'  

 

The pilot was strangely silent for a mo-

ment, finally he stammered, 'So, what 

you're telling me, is . . . You're NOT my 

flight instructor?'  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OUR NEXT MEETING :  THIS 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH, IN POCA-

TELLO.  THIS IS A SURPRISE PRO-

GRAM AS WE ARE CURRENTLY WORK-

ING ON 2 PROGRAM OPTIONS.  COME 

DOWN & SEE WHAT WE WILL HAVE!  

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED.  

 

Old paper licenses are obsolete as of 

3/31.  In fact it is illegal to have one 

now.  You can get a new, updated license 

by going to FAA.ORG.  They will issue 

you a new one for a small fee & it looks 

similar to your EAA membership card.  

 

We will be piloting for the Young Eagles 

at the Pocatello Airort Appreciation Day.  

Please mark your calendar for June 26th 

and come fly with us.  

Satellite Trackers and YOU. Idaho Falls will 

be May 25th @ University Place.  

 

Spring meetings will be held in Coeur d'Alene, 

Nampa, and Idaho Falls.  

 

June 21 - 23, Aviation Career Exploration 

(ACE) Academy, three days of  

aviation activities for Idaho high school stu-

dents. Deadline for students to apply, MAY 1! 

Go to the website shown below.  

 

July 20, 26, 29, Teacher Aviation Workshops 

in Payette, Sandpoint, and Idaho Falls. 

Classroom- ready activities and lesson plans 

for teachers to use in their Math and Science 

Classes. College credit is available.  

 

For more information on these and other up-

coming events, check out our Calendar of 

Events at www.itd.idaho.gov/aero .  

 

One last item: this year is Idaho's Centennial 
of Flight . I have attached a copy of the  

Governor's proclamation, declaring October as 

"Idaho Centennial of Flight Month." Plan a 

small event, any event, and help celebrate 

this auspicious event in Idaho's aviation his-

tory . Due to my oversight in the most recent 

edition of the Rudder Flutter, I failed to ac-

knowledge the Idaho Aviation Association's 

effort in working the proclamation through 

the Governor's office and final signature by  

Governor Otter. A huge vote of thanks goes 

out to everyone involved in this effort, espe-

cially Doug Culley. Good job!  Thanks for eve-

Below are upcoming events sponsored by the 

Division of Aeronautics:  

 

April 16 - 17, Flight Instructor Refresher 

Clinic, Avcenter Hangar, Nampa. Plenty of 

room; CFIs have priority through April 9.  

 

May 18, 20, and 25, Safe Pilot Meetings, 

"We're Seein' Spots...!!" An  

in- depth discussion of SAR, ELTs, Personal 

http://www.itd.idaho.gov/aero
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Local schedule for the 

Fortress is:  June 3 - 4 

at the  Logan - Cache 

Airport in Logan, Utah.  

June 5 - 7 at Ogden -

Hinckley Airport in 

Ogden, Utah. Call 1 -

800 - 359 - 6217 to re-

serve a seat or you can log onto www.B17.org for a 

complete mission schedule.                                                                                   

 

The B - 17 was the heavy bomber vital to winning WWII.  

From 1935 to 1945, 12,731 were built with 4,754 de-

stroyed in combat.  B - 17 missions often lasted for more 

than eight hours and struck at targets deep within en-

emy territory.  Because of their long - range capability, 

formations of B - 17s often flew into battle with no 

fighter escort, relying on their own defensive capabilities 

to insure a successful mission.  In the darkest days of 

the war as many as 60 B - 17s and 600 men did not re-

turn from a single raid.  

 

Now, more than 60 years later, there are less than 12 

historic B - 17s still flying.  EAAs very own Flying For-

tress, Aluminum Overcast, is one of these rare birds and 

is heading here out west.  

ryone's support of Aeronautics' programs, 

especially for helping pass the word.  

 

                             Sincerely,  

                             Frank Lester  
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We start to learn about pitot tubes during 

Flight Lesson One. It seems like we seldom 

give them much thought again.  

 

As you know, a  pitot tube is used to find 

indicated airspeed. It is designed to work un-

der specific conditions. In the airplanes we 

fly ,the big limitation is angle of attack; 

that's why airspeed calibration charts look so 

strange at the low end.  The Airbus that 

crashed into the Atlantic Ocean last year  

had pitot tubes that were certified to handle 

temperatures as low as - 40C, even though 

turbine airplanes routinely fly in even colder 

air. The best theory is that the pitot tubes 

failed in severe turbulence, and the crew lost 

control.  The scandal is that this deficiency 

was first identified in the mid - 1990s, but 

the airplane still had inadequate pitot tubes.  

 

Ice blocking the pitot tube  causes the air-

speed indicator to fail, and pitot heat is sup-

posed to prevent this. I have never had a 

good attitude toward pitot heat. That over-

states the case, because my attitude is  

consistent with the airplane I'm in. In  a sin-

gle without de - icing equipment, I don't think 

about pitot heat much, because I am going to 

work like crazy to stay away from icing con-

ditions. (The few times I've had airplanes like 

this in ice, I turned the pitot heat on.)  

 

The first airplane I flew that could handle ice 

was the Piper Seneca, I flew scheduled night 

IFR routes in Idaho and Utah.  All the Se-

neca pilots knew that the pitot heat didn't 

work well.  Flying along at 25"  manifold 

pressure, the airspeed needle would hover 

around 60 or 70, nowhere near the expected 

130. We joked about it, but as check airman, 

I made sure that everyone knew the target 

power settings for each maneuver.  When the 

airspeed indicator failed, we were sure that  

we could put the gear down.  

 

The same would apply if a bug blocked the 

pitot tube.  

 

It's an early instrument lesson: PITCH + 

POWER = AIRSPEED. Keep this in mind and a 

pitot tube failure is easier to handle.  

 

Some large aircraft manuals even have tables 

showing the relationship between pitch, 

power, and speed. This kind of thinking might 

have helped the crew of Birgenair 301 in 

1996. The 757 left Puerta Plata, Dominican 

Republic, at night. Their's was not a pitot 

problem --  the static ports were taped over 

--  but the pilots (both the human kind and 

the auto -  kind)  were confused by the false 

airspeed readings and lost ocntrol.  

 

I never flew a King Air with the pitot heat 

off. Not once. We turned on the "hot five" 

immediately when cleared for takeoff: both 

fuel vent heats, both pitot tube heats, and  

the stall warning heat.   So much for my bad 

attitude.  

 

I have seen a lot of pilots (myself included) 

chasing airspeed indications. We all know 

that's bad, and we know how to avoid it: use 

the right pitch attitude. One place this hap-

pens a lot is with engine failures. Best glide 

speed! people say, and raise the nose until the 

airspeed is, say, 60. But the instrument lags,  

so when the airspeed indicator says 60 the 

airspeed is really more like 50. Too slow! they 

say, and lower the nose until the airspeed says 

60. Only now the airspeed is more like 65.  

They go through a couple of these cycles. 

These pilots are focused inside instead of out-

side, and are getting further behind the air-

plane. It's easier to set up the right pitch 

attitude, find a place to land, and only then 

fine tune the airspeed.  

 

I often cover the airspeed indicator when fail-

ing the engine on a student. That's two les-

sons: instruments fail, and PITCH + POWER = 

AIRSPEED. Both are taught long before in-

strument training. Maybe they should be 

taught well after, too.  

                           .......Jim Wolper  

 

 

                            

 

UNDERSTANDING  

PITOT  

TUBES 
 

BY JIM WOLPER  


